ALAN V. LOWENSTEIN
RICHARD M. SANDLER
BENEDICT M. KOHL
ARNOLD FISHER
JOSEPH LEVOW STEINBERG
MATTHEW P. BOYLAN
BRUCE O. SHOULSON
JOHN R. MACKAY 2ND
MARTIN R. GOODMAN
JOHN D. SCHUPPER
STEPHEN N. DERMER
MICHAEL L. RODBURG
ALLEN B. LEVITHAN
R. BARRY STIGER
GREGORY B. REILLY
PETER H. EHRENBERG
STEVEN B. FUERST
THEODORE V. WELLS, JR.
WILLIAM S KATCHEN
MICHAEL DORE

JOHN L. KRAFT
ASHLEY STEINHART
DOUGLAS S. EAKELEY

LOWENSTEIN, SANDLER, KOHL, FISHER & BOYLAN

GERALD KROVATIN
RICHARD D. WILKINSON
ALAN WOVSANIKER
KENNETH J. SLUTSKY
DAVID L. HARRIS
ZULIMA V. FARBER
WILLIAM P. MUNDAY
DANIEL J. BARKIN
GEORGE J. MAZIN
JAMES STEWART
LAURA R. KUNTZ
ROBERT O. CHESLER
RICHARD F. RICCI
KEVIN KOVACS

JOHN L. BERGER
DAVID W. FIELD
MARTHA L. LESTER
LINDA PICKERING
JOHN DO HOGOBOOM
TERRY E. THORNTON
ROBERT G. MINION
JEFFREY J. WILD
LAWRENCE M. ROLNICK

ROBERT L. KRAKOWER
NORMAN W. SPINDEL
STUART S. YUSEM
BONNIE K. LEVITT
JEFFREY M. DAVIS
HARVEY SMITH
OIANE K. WEEKS
RICHARD P. BOEHMER
OF COUNSEL

Ms. Carol Graszer Ropski
USEPA Emergency Support Section (HSE-5J)

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, Illinois 60604

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
COUNSELLORS AT LAW
65 LIVINGSTON AVENUE
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY
07068-179I
TELEPHONE (201) 992-8700

FACSIMILE (20)) 992-3820

SOMERVILLE OFFICE
TELEPHONE {(908) 826-3300

FACSIMILE (908) 526-9173

January 17, 1995

Re:  Sauget Sites Area I, Site G
Sauget, Hlinois

Dear Ms. Ropski:

PHYLLIS F, PASTERNAK
MARC B. KRAMER

GARY M. WINGENS

JOHN B. MCCUSKER
PAUL F KOCH I

BRUCE 5. ROSEN
DARRYL EVERETT GUGIG
SAMUEL B. SANTO, JR.
JONATHAN T. K. COHEN
SUSAN YOUDOVIN LEONARD
PAUL F. CARVELLI

GARY F. EISENBERG
ROSEMARY E. RAMSAY
VINCENT P. BROWNE
JEFFREY B. GRACER
NEALE R. BEDROCK
KARIM G. KASPAR
ROBERT M. LAPINSKY
HENRY M PRICE

DAVID A. THOMAS
ANDREW E. ANSELMI
MICHAEL N. GOOEN
PETER E. NAHMIAS

JERI L. ABRAMS
RICHARD C. SZUCH
THOMAS M. FITZGIBBON
STEPHEN R. BUCKINGHAM
STEPHANIE WILSON
VIRGINIA A LAZALA
MICHAEL J. MCDONALD
GEOFFREY A. PRICE
PETER L. SKOLNIK
NESLIMHAN S. MONTAG
NANCY LAKE MARTIN
ALEX MOREAU

WILLIAM J. VONDERHEIDE
EDWARD T. ARNOLD

[4531F

THOMAS E. MESEVAGE
JOYCE A DAVIS
MICHAEL DAVID LICHTENSTEIN
BRIAN WEEKS
VERONICA SMITH LEWIS
EDWARD M. ZIMMERMAN
AMY C. GROSSMAN
RICHARD A. LEVITAN
MAUREEN E. MONTAGUE
GAVIN J. ROONEY
JEREMY |, SILBERMAN
CHRISTOPHER L. WEISS
CHARISSE A. CARNEY
NELSON D. JOHNSON
OANIEL C. BRAUN

ABBY JU. AGES

KEVIN G. CORLISS

TINA MARIE NIEHOLD
SHERYL A. BERNSTEIN
DAVID J. BIANCHI
LAUREN M. HOLLENDER
ELENA FRANCESCA RAND
PATRICK J. WHALEN
SARAH GODFREY HUNT
SARAM B. LEVINSON
COURTNEY A SCHAEL
OONALD G. HARRINGTON
MAUREEN A. RUANE
ELLIOT N. TURRINI
FRANK D. STEFANELL!
LYNN L. ABRANMAM
CATHERINE E. BOSTOCK
THOMAS P. COLE
MICHAEL E. GROSSMAN
JAVIER £. ROBLES
LOUISE WEINGROD
JOYCE HANAK ROGINA

EM‘ERGENCY SUPPORT
SECTION

This office represents Cerro Copper Products Co. ("Cerro"), and we are
submitting this letter in response to your December 20, 1994 General Notice of Potential Liability

with respect to the above referenced site.

Cerro has never operated Site G nor has it generated or transported hazardous
substances that were disposed of at the facility. Cerro's sole connection to Site G is its ownership
of a small (approx. one acre) portion of Site G. Cerro has never conducted or actively permitted
the disposal of any hazardous substances on the portion of the site that it owns, did not contribute
to any release or threat of release of hazardous substances on its portion of the facility and had
neither actual nor constructive knowledge at the time that it acquired its small portion of Site G in
1969 that the property may have been used for the storage or disposal of hazardous substances.
Indeed, as far as Cerro is aware, the removal activities that the Agency will conduct at the site and
for which the Agency seeks reimbursement in no way relates to the one acre portion of Site G that
Cerro owns.

01/17/950065505.01
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For all of these reasons, Cerro qualifies as a de minimis land owner pursuant to
§122 (g)(1)(B)of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9622 (g)(1)(B). Cerro is, therefore, prepared to enter
into negotiations with the Agency immediately to resolve its potential liability for conditions at
Site G in accordance with the provisions of § 122 (g) of CERCLA.

We will look forward to hearing from you in this regard. Of course, if you have
any questions or require any further information, do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly yours,
Richard F. Rlc:&

RFR:]jic
cc: Mr. Joseph M. Grana



